
LEGION OFFICERS May 2017 TO May 2018
Commander......................... Claude Sand................................. 820-4839
1st Vice Comm..................... Chris Settle.................................. 467-9229
2nd Vice Comm.................... Bill Pagel...................................... 759-7279
Adjutant............................... Rachel Buttenhoff........................ 759-7279
Finance Officer.................... Richard Robinson ........................ 444-8992
Historian.............................. Jim Haskell.................................. 444-7777
Chaplain............................... Gabe Wakonabo........................... 308-4624
Service Officer..................... Kathy Ramos................................ 308-3421
Sergeant at Arms................. Glen Desizlets.............................. 444-8427
Past Commander................. Tom Annonson.............................. 751-9549
Gambling Manager.............. Harry Settle.................................. 209-1804

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bob Aitken, Kenny Dunlap, Patrick Winkler

40 & 8 OFFICERS
Chef-de-Gare.................................................................. Gabe Wakonabo
Chef-de-Train.......................................................................Bob Matheny
Correspondent.........................................................................Bob Aitken
Commis Voyageur....................................................................Bob Aitken
Aumonier.............................................................................John O’Boyle
Conductor..................................................................................Bill Pagel
Lampiste.......................................................................... Bruce Malterud
Guard-de-Laporte............................................................Wayne Johnson 

S.A.L.
Commander..........................................................................Doug Zarling

RALPH GRACIE 
American Legion Post #14, 

Bemidji, Minnesota
218-760-3750 • post14bemidji@mnralphgraciepost14.org

“They continue to serve in peace who served 
so nobly in time of war”
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Troy Ritchie - 218-556-0447
Bemidji, Minnesota

www.olsonschwartzfuneralhome.com
(218) 751-3159

MISSION STATEMENT
To uphold and defend the constitution of the United States; to maintain law and order; to foster 
and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism;  to preserve the memories and incidents of 

our association in the Great Wars;  to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, 
state, and nation;  to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;  to make right the 

master of might;  to promote peace and good will on earth;  to safeguard  and transmit to posterity  
the principles of justice, freedom, and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by 

our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 

www.paulbunyan.net
www.fnbbemidji.com

(218) 751-2430

Commander’s Corner
	 Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

It’s here – the reason for the season.  I hope you and 
yours had a very happy and joyous New Year and that 
your Christmas was rewarding as well.  We had our 
family Christmas early and had a great time.    With 
the arrival of our storage building we are in need of 
volunteers to help move ‘ALL’ of our stuff from the 
old legion to the new place.  The old legion is being 
renovated at this time and we need to remove all 
our items and get out of their way.  Our rent is up 31 
Jan 2018, so we have to clean it out by then.  We are 
looking for volunteers to help build shelves and a wall 
to separate gambling from all other items in our storage shed.  Please call 
(218-760-3750) and leave your name and number if no answer.  If anyone 
has some 2x4’s laying around they are not using or some pieces of plywood 
at least 2’X4’ (3/8th or thicker) – we’ll take them, just drop them off at the 
shed or coordinate with Pat Winkler (218-760-4450). The Veterans State 
Capital Trip will take 
place 12 Mar 2018.  
Anyone interested 
contact Tom Annonson  
(218-251-3025) for 
more information.   
Our Legion will donate 
$250 towards the cost 
of bus transportation.  
There is no cost to the 
member.  This would 
be a great opportunity 
to see our renovated 
capital.  Take your 
spouse or a close friend 

Committee Members have been appointed.  If you have 
information or questions in any of those areas contact 
the membes listed.  They are: 
Americanism:  Boys State/BS/CAP/JROTC/Safery Patrol 
Legionville and Oratorical.  Members:  Chris Settle, Gabe 
Wakonabo, Pat Winkler, Kathy Ramos
Honor Guard:  Bill Pagel, Bob Aitken
Events/Housekeeping: Rachel Buttenhoff, Tom Anonson, 
Bob Aitken (Bonspiel), Kathy Ramos, Connie Aguilla
Membership:  Rachel Buttenhoff, Kathy Ramos, Joe Vene
Finance:  Dick Robinson, Bob Aitken, Roger Heger
Gambling:  Harry Settle, Ken Brandt, Steve Modich
Information Technology: Harry Settle, Mike Deer
Resolutions:  Jim Haskell, Mike Deer

Our new Storage Shed at Lazy Jacks.  It is 12X30 
and will be divided inside For us and Gambling.
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We are good to go
On December 21st, 2017, I received an email from the Minnesota Gambling Control Board, License 
Specialist Kim Larson, that our Gambling License, Gambling Managers License, and our Premise Permit 
to gamble at our site at Lazy Jack’s, had all been approved.  Enclosed in the email was our file copies of all 
three documents.  I made the official announcement at our regular membership meeting that same night.
Commander Sand and I had already sent a letter to the North Country Snowmobile Club, who is currently 
conducting gambling at Lazy Jack’s, of our intent to begin our legal gambling at that site on January 
1st, 2018.  The GCB notified me that the Snowmobile club had filed the proper paperwork to cease their 
operation, on December 31st.
Going forward:  I have been in contact with 3Diamond Gaming Supply about doing business together, and filling our gambling needs.  You can 
look at their website @ www.3diamond.com, to check out the people we are dealing with.  I have phone calls, and a scheduled meeting for right 
after Christmas to see what all we need to get ordered.
I/we, are going to have some growing pains with this in the way of getting used to gambling again, and educating some of us into a whole new 
world of operations.  Lazy Jack’s has been working with the current gambling setup, and we are going out of our way to not change things for 
them too much.
HELP from anyone out there, in the way of advice, or operations information would be greatly appreciated.
Now that that is out of the way, for now, I am hoping that you all had a Merry Christmas, and looking forward to a great NEW YEAR. 
Harry Settle, 
Gambling Manager

with and enjoy the day.  Volunteer time – this is a hot button item that our post is rated on each year.  I ask all those who volunteer time for any 
legion related activities to record it and get it to the Adjutant (Rachel Buttenhoff at 218-760-3750) before June 2018.   Honor Guard members, 
executive members especially have hours they volunteer. Examples of volunteer usage:  time in parades, helping get ready for parades are all 
qualifying activities that can be used.  This year is the 100th Anniversary of the Legion and it will be held in Minneapolis.  They will be looking 
for volunteers in some way and I hope Ralph Gracie Post 14 will have many volunteers under our banner attending the celebration.  We are in the 
planning stage for a ceremony that honors those from the post that have passed away.  It’s called ‘Transfer to Post Everlasting’.  We are looking at 
having it in Apr/May, which would be appropriate so close to Memorial Day.  The Bonspiels are heating up and we’ll need volunteers to help with 
food prep and clean up.  I’m not asking for an all weekend event but if you could spare a couple of hours to cover a meal hour or come in and help 
clean up.  That would be wonderful.  I’m looking forward to seeing some new faces in these endeavors.  Also spouses are welcome – so make it 
a couples event!  What do you say will you join me??  The Bonspiel dates are 16-18 Feb 2018 and 16-17 Mar 2018.  My wife and I are taking a 
little vacation and will be gone through Jan until mid-Feb.  Chris Settle, 1st Vice, will be acting Commander.
Sincerely,
Claude Sand, Commander

Gambling News  ON THE ROAD AGAIN!

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion while 

becoming the premier service organization and foundation of every community providing 
support for our veterans, our military and their families by shaping a positive future in an 

atmosphere of fellowship, patriotism, peace and security. 
In fulfillment of our Mission, the American Legion Auxiliary  

adheres to the following purposes: 
To support and advocate for veterans, active military and their families
To support the initiatives and programs of The American Legion
To foster patriotism and responsible citizenship
To award scholarships and promote quality education and literacy
To provide educational and leadership opportunities that uphold the ideals of freedom and 
democracy and encourage good citizenship and patriotism in government
To increase our capacity to deliver our Mission by providing meaningful volunteer 
opportunities within our communities
To empower our membership to achieve personal fulfillment through Service Not Self
Values 
Our statement of values is predicated on the founding purposes: 
Commitment to the four founding principles: Justice, Freedom, Democracy, Loyalty
Service to God, our country, its veterans and their families
Tradition of patriotism and citizenship
Personal integrity and family values
Respect for the uniqueness of individual members
Truthful open communication in dealing with the public and our members
Adherence to the adopted policies and rules

AUXILIARY OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN 2016-2017
President..........................Stella Wakonabo.........218-556-3971
First Vice President...........Martha Schmidt......... 218-444-4455
Second Vice President......Cheryl Fredenburg......218-760-2219
Secretary.............................................................
Treasurer..........................Sharon Thiemecke......218-209-1124
Chaplain............................Karen Jacobson..........218-444-5789
Historian...........................Darlene Lind...............218-444-5424
Sergeant-at-Arms.............Darlene Peterson....... 218-751-3415

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Edythe Christianson, Darlene Lind, Sharon Thiemecke 

CHAIRMEN
Americanism..................................................Darlene Lind
Children & Youth............................................Donna Wilson
Community Service.......................................Darlene Peterson
Education.......................................................open
Girls State......................................................Kay Mack
Leadership.....................................................open
Legislation.....................................................Stella Wakonabo
Membership...................................................Stella Wakonabo
Memorial.......................................................Karen Jacobson
National Security...........................................open
Parliamentarian.............................................Darlene Lind
Past Presidents Parley...................................Stella Wakonabo
Poppy.............................................................open
Public Relations.............................................Cheryl Fredenburg
Service to Veterans........................................Martha Schmidt
Sunshine........................................................ June Roxstrom
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation...................Martha Schmidt
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11 Jan Executive Meeting (call of the Vice Commander)

25 Jan Regular * Membership meeting

8 Feb Executive Meeting (call of the Vice Commander)

16-18 Feb Bonspiel (at the Bemidji Curling Rink) (need help for these call Adjutant)	

22 Feb Regular * Membership Meeting

8 Mar Executive Meeting

16-17 Mar Bonspiel (Bemidji Curling Rink) (Need help for these call Adjutant)

22 Mar Regular * Membership Meeting

Regular Meeting start at 7PM – preceded with meal at 6PM – 40/8 at 5 PM

Executive Meeting start at 6PM

Upcoming Events Jan – Mar 2018

We will continue to hold our promenade on the 4th Thursday of each month.  The time is 5 PM at Lazy Jack’s American 
Legion room.  Dinner is served at 6 PM and the Legion meeting starts at 7 PM. We need to discuss and confirm a “wreck” 
for new members sometime soon.  Those interested in joining, please contact a current 40/8 member for sponsorship.  The 
annual membership fee is $20.  Most of our business is dealing with funding for nurses attending school.  We hold an 
annual pancake breakfast each summer.


