RALPH GRACIE POST # 14
ANNUAL POST HISTORY

Commencing May 28, 2016

Officers Elected May 28, 2016

Commander

1%t Vice Commander
2" Vice Commander
Adjutant

Finance Officer

Past Commander

Harry Settle Historian Jim Haskell

Chris Settle Chaplain John O’Boyle

Bill Pagel Service Officer Rachel Buttenhoff
Rachel Butenhoff Sergeant at Arms Glen Desizlets
Claude Sand Gambling Manager  Open

Tom Annonson

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (voting members)

Harry Settle

Chris Settle

Bill Pagel

Rachel Buttenhoff
Harry Settle
Claude Sand

Tom Annonson
Randy Hannevold
Kenny Dunlap
Bob Aitken

Ex Officio-Commander

Ex Officio-1%* Vice Commander

Ex Officio-2" Vice commander
Adjutant

Ex Officio-Commander

Ex Officio-Finance Officer

Ex Officio-Past Commander

Elected at large member
Elected at large member

Elected at large member

Non-voting members pursuant to by-laws: Ladies Auxiliary Representative, Sons of the American Legion
Representative, Club Manager, Gambling Manager and Post Accountant.

CLUB ACTIVITIES

Membership meetings-last Thursday of month at Eagles Club, dinner 6:00, meeting 7:00
Honor Guard for funerals throughout the year

American Legion Baseball team sponsorship-increase contribution 2016

Legion Boys State sponsorship

Little League baseball team sponsor

Flag ceremonies at Ralph Gracie Park

Lincoln School involvement

Members giving local talks

EVENTS



5-26-16 Election of Officers

5-30-16 Memorial Day Ceremony, Greenwood Cemetery; featured Speaker-Gabe Wakanabo, Chaplain
6-14-16 Flage Day Ceremony at ralph Gracie Park

6-5-16  Honor Guard send-off for Ride for the Troops

6-14-14 Flag Day Ceremony-Ralph Gracie Park in conjunction with the Elks Club (BPOE 1052), Bemidji.
7-4-17 4™ of July Parade: VFW marched first half and Post 14 the second half.

12-14-16 Inaugural Post regular meeting at the new Post location at Lazy Jacks.

1-26-17 Grand Opening and flag dedication at new Post location at Lazy Jacks.

11-11-16 Veterans Day- Honor Guard at Lincoln Elementary Salute To Veterans Ceremony, Chris Settle Keynote
speaker (and father of 3 Lincoln students), then at Senior Center and at Air Corps Bemidji in the evening. The
Lincoln school has held that event for many years, individually honoring each veteran relative.

2-17-17 Hosted Kermit Zarling Memorial Novice Bonspiel at Bemidji Curling Club

3/17-19/17 Hosted Legion Bonspiel

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

For purposes of the annual history, a year starts with the election of officers, which for the current history year
started May 28, 2015. This was the second full year following the sale of the Post building on Minnesota Avenue.
That event did not end normal activities of the Post, save those occurring at the Club site, though some members
and non-members apparently have not realized that.

A great deal of time continued to be devoted during the year to what to do following the sale of the former Post
site. As previously noted, it was generally felt that the Club should move carefully with due deliberation of the
alternatives. As the matter progressed, the thinking revolved around possible arrangements with either the Eagles
Club or Lazy Jacks. Meetings continued to be held during the year at the Eagles Club which treated us very well,
serving 6:00 p.m. dinners for us before our membership meetings. The Club had been presented last year with the
possibility of prepaying rent to Lazy Jacks for a room to be constructed and which we could use when needed and
in which we could display our photographs and display items on its walls. The room would be designated in our
name. A positive for that proposal is that it would include the Post as the pull tabs beneficiary, providing income
we could well use. Negotiations continued with a revised proposal being made by Kringen LLC, d/b/a Lazy Jacks.
After legal consultation and various revisions, the Executive Committee voted on June 23, 2016 to recommend to
the membership approval of a written lease and, with a quorum of the general membership present, approval of
the lease was adopted at the membership meeting of the same day by unanimous vote of the membership
present. The lease was duly executed by both parties at a signing conference at Security Bank USA, Bemidiji
(financing institution for Kringen LLC) on June 27, 2016 and recorded with the Beltrami County Recorder on April 6,
2017, as document No. A0O00563175. After resolving issues with the Greater Bemidji Joint Planning Commission on
such matters as blacktopping the parking lot and signage, Kringen LLC commenced construction of the
approximately 20x30 foot addition to its premises in September, 2016. The concrete slab was laid in late August
and the first wall erected by September 6. It was readied for occupancy by December, 2016. The Post has the
right to have its pictures, awards and signage visible facing Highway 71 and a flagpole. The first membership
meeting at that location was held December 22, 2016.

At the July membership meeting the moving of the flagpole at the former Minnesota Avenue site was approved to
be placed at Greenwood Cemetery to replace the previous Post flagpole which had been destroyed by a summer
storm. It was later determined to buy a new flagpole for the Cemetery and that was done and the work
accomplished thanks to Bob Aitken, Harry Settle, Claude Sand Wayne Johnson and Gabe Wakanabo. A new Post
specification flagpole needed and was planned to be acquired for the Lazy Jacks site. However, a Bemidji Vietnam
Veteran’s group including Mike Liapis, Dave Sjostrom and Dennis ???? was able to obtain a grant from the Nielson



Foundation for the purchase of two new flagpoles, one to be used for the stars and stripes and the other for a
POW-MIA flag. The new flagpoles for both the Greenwood Cemetery and Lazy Jacks were installed by freeze-up.

If the new bar and restaurant at the old Club location becomes a reality (construction being only partial complete
and stopped for over a year now), we have an agreement to have the pull tab operation there for 3 years as well).
Note: The Gambling Manager position has remained open.

We continue to hold approximately $150,000 of the proceeds from the sale of our former building.
The arms storage site at the Law enforcement Center has been put into use by the Honor Guard.

Greenwood Cemetery has solicited a Legion member for its board of directors in accordance with its longstanding
practice. There is a separate section of the cemetery designated for the American Legion. It is a section reserved
for veterans in a privately managed cemetery with no connection to the Federal Veterans Administration or State
Department of Veterans Affairs. It is the responsibility of the veteran or veterans' family to purchase the grave
space and pay the interment fee. Grave Markers in that section are limited to grass level as furnished by the VA on
behalf of deceased veterans or similar markers purchased from monument dealers for eligible non-veterans. In
some situations, due to a veterans VA status there may be a partial monetary reimbursement for the

interment. Legion members have to pay for their lots as would anyone else. By a RESOLUTION of the Cemetery
Association from September 1987 referencing cooperation going back to 1929 in establishing and maintaining a
Veterans area within the cemetery, initially Block Fand by subsequent agreements in 1954 and 1960 adding Blocks
A, B, G and H. This apparently related to a contribution by the Post for fill and possibly other donations. That 1987
resolution indicated that the earlier agreements would remain in effect for another 30 years, which would end in
2017. However, as shown by the attached Agreement between the Cemetery Association and the post under date
of September 1, 2002, replacing the earlier agreements and to be "enforce" (probably meant to be "in force") until
September 1, 2032. This was signed on behalf of Post 14 by Bill Rice, Commander and Roland Baxter, Adjutant. It
will be noted that this agreement indicates that the designated sections are governed by rules of the US Veterans
Administration National Cemetery System. It seems that the only National Cemeteries were at Fort Snelling and
Camp Ripley so the agreements here were to have a veterans burial place more convenient for burial of veterans
from all over the area.

Although the Cemetery Association can't find anything in writing, it has always been its policy and practice to have
a slot on the Cemetery Board for someone from Post 14. That slot has not been filled for some years but they
would be happy to have someone designated to so serve.

We celebrated our Grand Opening of the American Legion room at Lazy Jack’s on January 26, 2017, and it was a
huge success. More than 50 members, spouses, and significant others were in attendance, as well as our District 6
Commander, Veronica Fernlund, and the District 6 Adjutant, Tom Fernlund. We held a dedication for the flagpoles
that were donated by the Bemidji Viet Nam Veterans association, with a 6x10 flag donated by our Historian, Jim
Haskell. There is an interesting history to this flag. Please see below. We also held a POW/MIA table

ceremony. Lazy Jack’s absolutely nailed the service, and menu of beef brisket, bbq chicken, garlic mashed
potatoes, and coleslaw.

“This 6'x10" cotton flag has flown over the National Capitol. It was presented to honor Joe Page, my
maternal grandmother’s brother, a WWI soldier, as was our namesake, Ralph Gracie.

In 1999, a French Deputy Counsel General came from Chicago to Crookston to present Joe with an award
when he was 106 years old. They were doing that for every WWI vet they could locate. He was the last
known WWI vet in Polk County and an 80 and charter member of the American Legion there. He died
later that year. It was given to me as the closest veteran relative. The French never forgat. Thus, it is
fitting that we fly this flag in honor of those who served then as did Ralph Gracie and as a reminder that
we will never forget either. In fulfullment of our mission to maintain Americanism, we strive not to let
others forget either.



We present this flag to our Honor Guard and will fly it with great respect and pride at this our new home.”

Tardiness of the former tax preparer held up filing of tax returns for multiple years. This situation was corrected
by hiring certified public accountant, Dane Jones, with Gloria Osowski handling a considerable portion of the work.
As reported in the April/May 2017Newsletter, income tax filings are now up to date. This has necessitated the
need for renewal of our 501c (19) tax status lost by virtue of those filing lapses.

Changes to the bylaws were approved of by the Executive committee at its special meeting of April 13, 2017 and
presented in the April/May 2017 Newsletter. The first reading was held at the regular membership meeting of
April 27, 2017, with membership vote to be held at the regular meeting on May 25, 2017. Elections of officers are

also scheduled for the May 25, 2017. The membership meeting is scheduled to start at 7:00 p.m at the Legion
Room of Lazy Jacks.

Updated 4-23-2017
Prepared by Post Historian, Jim Haskell



