
LEGION OFFICERS May 2017 TO May 2018
Commander......................... Claude Sand................................. 820-4839
1st Vice Comm..................... Chris Settle.................................. 467-9229
2nd Vice Comm.................... Bill Pagel...................................... 759-7279
Adjutant............................... Rachel Buttenhoff........................ 759-7279
Finance Officer.................... Richard Robinson ........................ 444-8992
Historian.............................. Jim Haskell.................................. 444-7777
Chaplain............................... Gabe Wakonabo........................... 308-4624
Service Officer..................... Kathy Ramos................................ 308-3421
Sergeant at Arms................. Glen Desizlets.............................. 444-8427
Past Commander................. Tom Annonson.............................. 751-9549
Gambling Manager.............. Harry Settle.................................. 209-1804

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bob Aitken, Kenny Dunlap, Patrick Winkler

40 & 8 OFFICERS
Chef-de-Gare.................................................................. Gabe Wakonabo
Chef-de-Train.......................................................................Bob Matheny
Correspondent.........................................................................Bob Aitken
Commis Voyageur....................................................................Bob Aitken
Aumonier.............................................................................John O’Boyle
Conductor..................................................................................Bill Pagel
Lampiste.......................................................................... Bruce Malterud
Guard-de-Laporte............................................................Wayne Johnson 

S.A.L.
Commander..........................................................................Doug Zarling
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“They continue to serve in peace who served 
so nobly in time of war”
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MISSION STATEMENT
To uphold and defend the constitution of the United States; to maintain law and order; to foster 
and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism;  to preserve the memories and incidents of 

our association in the Great Wars;  to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, 
state, and nation;  to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;  to make right the 

master of might;  to promote peace and good will on earth;  to safeguard  and transmit to posterity  
the principles of justice, freedom, and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by 

our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 

www.paulbunyan.net
www.fnbbemidji.com

(218) 751-2430

Commander’s Corner
We have made the move totally out of the old 
legion and are now resting at Lazy Jacks in total.  
During January several of our members helped 
to move the last of our stored items out of the 
downtown location and to our new storage facility 
at Lazy Jacks.  Pat Winkler took lead on removing 
shelving and replacing it to our new facility.  He 
created a wall to separate the gambling items from 
all other storage items.  It looks fabulous.  Thanks 
Pat.  It will need some organizing however, due to 
the weather, that will be completed this spring.

Wendell Affield has initiated a State-wide writing program for High School 
students.  It requires  the students to research and write an essay about 
WWI.  He is collaborating through the WWI Centennial Committee.  Bob 
Aitken has volunteered as our contact person for the Post to help in the 
collaboration of events.  For more information please contact Wendell or 
Bob directly.

The Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame will induct Ralph Gracie, WWI 
Aviator and our namesake, into this most prestigious society.  Reservations 
need to be made no later than 7 Apr.  Only 300 hundred reservations will 
be accepted.  There are 5 other inductees so you can see the space will be 
limited.  The function will be at Hyatt Regency Bloomington.  A block of 
rooms have been made in the name of this event if you are interested in 
staying on site.  Make sure you mention this event to get those rooms.  The 
cost for the ceremony is $55.00 per person.  Enclosed is an information 
fact sheet and the reservation request.  Also, mention you would like to be 
seated with the Ralph Gracie contingent.  Jim and Becky Haskell will be 

Committee Members have been appointed.  If you have 
information or questions in any of those areas contact 
the members listed.  They are: 
Americanism:  Boys State/BS/CAP/JROTC/Safery Patrol 
Legionville and Oratorical.  Members:  Chris Settle, Gabe 
Wakonabo, Pat Winkler, Kathy Ramos
Honor Guard:  Bill Pagel, Bob Aitken
Events/Housekeeping: Rachel Buttenhoff, Tom Anonson, 
Bob Aitken (Bonspiel), Kathy Ramos, Connie Aguilla
Membership:  Rachel Buttenhoff, Kathy Ramos, Joe Vene
Finance:  Dick Robinson, Bob Aitken, Roger Heger
Gambling:  Harry Settle, Ken Brandt, Steve Modich
Information Technology: Harry Settle, Mike Deer
Resolutions:  Jim Haskell, Mike Deer
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VISION STATEMENT
The vision of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion while 

becoming the premier service organization and foundation of every community providing 
support for our veterans, our military and their families by shaping a positive future in an 

atmosphere of fellowship, patriotism, peace and security. 
In fulfillment of our Mission, the American Legion Auxiliary  

adheres to the following purposes: 
To support and advocate for veterans, active military and their families
To support the initiatives and programs of The American Legion
To foster patriotism and responsible citizenship
To award scholarships and promote quality education and literacy
To provide educational and leadership opportunities that uphold the ideals of freedom and 
democracy and encourage good citizenship and patriotism in government
To increase our capacity to deliver our Mission by providing meaningful volunteer 
opportunities within our communities
To empower our membership to achieve personal fulfillment through Service Not Self
Values 
Our statement of values is predicated on the founding purposes: 
Commitment to the four founding principles: Justice, Freedom, Democracy, Loyalty
Service to God, our country, its veterans and their families
Tradition of patriotism and citizenship
Personal integrity and family values
Respect for the uniqueness of individual members
Truthful open communication in dealing with the public and our members
Adherence to the adopted policies and rules

AUXILIARY OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN 2016-2017
President..........................Stella Wakonabo.........218-556-3971
First Vice President...........Martha Schmidt......... 218-444-4455
Second Vice President......Cheryl Fredenburg......218-760-2219
Secretary.............................................................
Treasurer..........................Sharon Thiemecke......218-209-1124
Chaplain............................Karen Jacobson..........218-444-5789
Historian...........................Darlene Lind...............218-444-5424
Sergeant-at-Arms.............Darlene Peterson....... 218-751-3415

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Edythe Christianson, Darlene Lind, Sharon Thiemecke 

CHAIRMEN
Americanism..................................................Darlene Lind
Children & Youth............................................Donna Wilson
Community Service.......................................Darlene Peterson
Education.......................................................open
Girls State......................................................Kay Mack
Leadership.....................................................open
Legislation.....................................................Stella Wakonabo
Membership...................................................Stella Wakonabo
Memorial.......................................................Karen Jacobson
National Security...........................................open
Parliamentarian.............................................Darlene Lind
Past Presidents Parley...................................Stella Wakonabo
Poppy.............................................................open
Public Relations.............................................Cheryl Fredenburg
Service to Veterans........................................Martha Schmidt
Sunshine........................................................ June Roxstrom
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation...................Martha Schmidt

attending so please coordinate with him. 

We had a bake-a-thon for the Bonspiel 16-18 Feb at Commander Sand’s house.  The ladies  
(Marilyn Hodapp, Petra Dekrey, Michelle Sand, Rachel Buttenhoff, Mary Settle and Darlene 
Benson) had a wonderful time getting this done.  Also a little time for socializing.  They 
enjoyed themselves so much they want to do it again next week.  But they’ll have to find a 
cause to give them to.  I sincerely hope everyone had a chance to attend this one and if not 
will really to make the Bonspiel coming on Friday and Saturday March 16-17, 2018.

I just got off the phone with the 6th District Commander, Ken Johnston.  He will be visiting 
us at our Mar meeting.  So if anyone has any questions for him or would just like to meet 
him, make sure you make plans to attend the 22nd Mar meeting. 
Sincerely, Claude Sand, Commander

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Not sure if this is something that we will keep up, but here it goes:

Navy SEALS Rules: 
1. Look very cool in sunglasses.
2. Kill every living thing within view.
3. Adjust speedo.
4. Check hair in mirror.

U.S. Army Rangers Rules: 
1. Walk in 50 miles wearing 75 

pound rucksack while starving.
2. Locate individuals requiring 

killing.
3. Request permission via radio 

from "Higher" to perform killing.
4. Curse bitterly when mission is 

aborted.
5. Walk out 50 miles wearing a 75 

pound rucksack while starving.

U.S. Army Rules:
1. Select a new beret to wear.
2. Sew patches on right shoulder.
3. Change the color of beret you 

decide to wear.

U.S. Army Special Forces Rules:
1. Always look cool.
2. Always know where you are.
3. If you do not know where you are - 

look cool.

US Air Force Rules: 
1. Have a cocktail.
2. Adjust temperature on air-conditioner.
3. See what's on HBO.
4. Ask "what is a gunfight?"
5. Request more funding from Congress with a "killer" PowerPoint 

presentation.
6. Wine & dine 'key' Congressmen, invite DOD & defense industry 

executives.
7. Receive funding, set up new command and assemble assets.
8. Declare the assets "strategic" and never deploy them operationally.
9. Hurry to make 1345 tee-time.

US Navy Rules:
1. Go to Sea.
2. Drink Coffee.
3. Watch porn.
4. Deploy the Marines.
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Here’s all of the up to date news involving the Posts first month of gambling, at 
Lazy Jack’s.

We received all of our required permits and licenses from the Minnesota Gambling 
Control Board which put us into full operation on New Years Day, at Lazy Jack’s Bar 
and Grill.  I would like to say that everything went smoothly, and without hiccups, but 
that would be a stretch.  Being inexperienced at gambling operations, as a Gambling 
Manager, I would have to say that the month of January ran a full gamut of highs and 
lows.  When the first two boxes of $2 games almost ran the bank inside-out, I was ready 
to shut down, and move to Phoenix.  However, I managed to hang on, and things ended 
up well.  I still have lots of work on dealing with all of the numbers, regulations, taxes, 
and new software.  WE DID END UP MAKING MONEY, and began on an upturn for 
the month of February.  As of this writing, February is running smoother than January, 
and things are looking much better.

At the first of the month Commander Sand, Bob Aitken, Jim Haskell, Tom Annonson, 
and myself, had a sit-down meeting at the Cabin Coffeehouse that was requested by the Leach Brothers.  You’ll remember that they are the group 
that purchased the old Legion building.  The subject of the meeting was what we expected our needs to be for setting up a Booth for pull-tab sales 
when they open.  We carved out the rough details and concluded with a tour of the current construction going on.  One thing that was firmed up 
was our storage requirements, and it appears that we will retain possession of our old arms storage area.  

Commander Sand and myself attended a second meeting with the Leach Brothers and got all of the required signatures on the premises forms that 
need to be approved by the City of Bemidji, and the Gambling Control Board.  At the same time, we had a discussion with them about gambling 
at the Turtle River Chophouse, which will be a 2 box Bar Operation pull-tab sale.  I had the forms ready, and got all of the signatures on both 
required forms.  Both forms still need to go before the Port Hope Township Board for signatures, approval by Beltrami County, and the Gambling 
Control Board.  (back into the dark hole of board meetings for me.)

So, now with gambling expanding into the Bar 209, and the Chophouse, we find ourselves in need of an ASSISTANT GAMBLING MANAGER, 
and employees to man the booth operation at the Bar 209.

ASSISTANT GAMBLING MANAGER, would be a salaried position, salary to be decided by the Post Executive Committee, and whose duties 
would be outlined, and shared by the Gambling Manager, myself.

BOOTH SALES PERSONS, salary would be decided by the Post Executive Committee, and duties would be outlined, by the Assistant Gambling 
Manager, and the Gambling Manager, myself.  

If you are interested, or you know someone, retired, semi-retired, student etc. that may be interested in one of these positions, give us their 
information and we will make arrangements for interviews.

Our future outlook right now is to use our monetary resources in order to get set up at the Bar 209 and Chophouse, and build a little padding for 
salaries, and gambling product.  As soon as things settle out, we plan to start giving back to the community, Veterans, and Youth.  Commander 
Sand has planned to form a committee that will screen options for future donations.

Harry Settle, 
Gambling Manager

Gambling News
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11 Jan Executive Meeting (call of the Vice Commander)

25 Jan Regular * Membership meeting

8 Feb Executive Meeting (call of the Vice Commander)

16-18 Feb Bonspiel (at the Bemidji Curling Rink) (need help for these call Adjutant)	

22 Feb Regular * Membership Meeting

8 Mar Executive Meeting

16-17 Mar Bonspiel (Bemidji Curling Rink) (Need help for these call Adjutant)

22 Mar Regular * Membership Meeting

Regular Meeting start at 7PM – preceded with meal at 6PM – 40/8 at 5 PM

Executive Meeting start at 6PM

Upcoming Events March-April 2018

We will continue to hold our promenade on the 4th Thursday of each month.  The time is 5 PM at Lazy Jack’s American 
Legion room.  Dinner is served at 6 PM and the Legion meeting starts at 7 PM. We need to discuss and confirm a “wreck” 
for new members sometime soon.  Those interested in joining, please contact a current 40/8 member for sponsorship.  The 
annual membership fee is $20.  Most of our business is dealing with funding for nurses attending school.  We hold an 
annual pancake breakfast each summer.


