
LEGION OFFICERS May 2017 TO May 2018
Commander......................... Claude Sand................................. 820-4839
1st Vice Comm..................... Chris Settle.................................. 467-9229
2nd Vice Comm.................... Bill Pagel...................................... 759-7279
Adjutant............................... Rachel Buttenhoff........................ 759-7279
Finance Officer.................... Richard Robinson ........................ 444-8992
Historian.............................. Jim Haskell.................................. 444-7777
Chaplain............................... Gabe Wakonabo........................... 308-4624
Service Officer..................... Kathy Ramos................................ 308-3421
Sergeant at Arms................. Glen Desizlets.............................. 444-8427
Past Commander................. Tom Annonson.............................. 751-9549
Gambling Manager.............. Harry Settle.................................. 209-1804

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bob Aitken, Kenny Dunlap, Patrick Winkler

40 & 8 OFFICERS
Chef-de-Gare.................................................................. Gabe Wakonabo
Chef-de-Train.......................................................................Bob Matheny
Correspondent.........................................................................Bob Aitken
Commis Voyageur....................................................................Bob Aitken
Aumonier.............................................................................John O’Boyle
Conductor..................................................................................Bill Pagel
Lampiste.......................................................................... Bruce Malterud
Guard-de-Laporte............................................................Wayne Johnson 

S.A.L.
Commander..........................................................................Doug Zarling

RALPH GRACIE 
American Legion Post #14, 

Bemidji, Minnesota
218-760-3750 • post14bemidji@mnralphgraciepost14.org

“They continue to serve in peace who served 
so nobly in time of war”
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Troy Ritchie - 218-556-0447 
Bemidji, Minnesota

www.olsonschwartzfuneralhome.com
(218) 751-3159

MISSION STATEMENT
To uphold and defend the constitution of the United States; to maintain law and order; to foster 
and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of 
our association in the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, 
state, and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the 
master of might; to promote peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity 
the principles of justice, freedom, and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by 

our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 

www.paulbunyan.net
www.fnbbemidji.com 

(218) 751-2430

Commander’s Corner
Hello everyone!  It has been a busy couple of months.  
Our legion has been involved in 2 Bon Spiels, our 
gambling is finally taking shape and we are, once 
again, a contributor instead of an asker.  Our finances 
are healthy and our current staff is very devoted to 
making Ralph Gracie as good as it ever was.  I am 
inserting a list of Past Commanders for your enjoyment 
and I hope seeing that list for some of you will bring 
back some happy memories of our post.  If you have a 
story to tell of one, two or even more please share with 
me and I’ll insure it gets to the newsletter for everyone 
to enjoy.  My email is claudes@paulbunyan.net.  I am also inserting a cur-
rent list of officers.  Even though there are listed on the front of our paper, I 
thought seeing them listed separately would be more personable.  Our post 
elections are scheduled for the May meeting.  I encourage all to come to 
Lazy Jacks, enjoy the meal at 6 and vote at the regular meeting which starts 
at 7PM.  We will be voting for all officers of the post for the 2018-2019 
year.  I am enclosing a sample ballot for you to review.  Nominations can 
be taken up to the actual voting starts at our May meeting.  The Adjutant 
position is a paid position.  If anyone is interested please call Jim Haskell 
or Bob Aitken.  Their numbers are on the front of the newsletter.    If you 
can’t make the meeting in May I strongly encourage you to use the ballot 
enclosed and mail back to the Legion so we receive it in time for the May 
Meeting.  The nominating and voting criteria is set forth in our by-laws in 
Article V, Section 3.  We are again conducting the Memorial Day Program 
at Greenwood Cemetery on Mon 28 May.  The program will start at 10:30.  
Please plan to attend this event.  It is what we are about and our fallen com-
rades families will appreciate your attendance. There will be a luncheon 
at Lazy Jacks immediately after the ceremony at the Great Army of the 
Republic (GAR) Memorial.  We will be putting out flags on every vet-
eran gravesite on Sat May 26 at 9AM.  We could use help for that as well.  
Many hands make work easy.  The Honor Guard will be at the State Cem-
etery on Sunday May 27.  The program starts at 1:30 PM.  It is a beautiful 

Committee Members have been appointed. If you have 
information or questions in any of those areas contact 
the members listed. They are: 
Americanism: Boys State/BS/CAP/JROTC/Safety Patrol 
Legionville and Oratorical. Members: Chris Settle, Gabe 
Wakonabo, Pat Winkler, Kathy Ramos
Honor Guard: Bill Pagel, Bob Aitken
Events/Housekeeping: Rachel Buttenhoff, Tom Anonson, 
Bob Aitken (Bonspiel), Kathy Ramos, Connie Aguilla
Membership: Rachel Buttenhoff, Kathy Ramos, Joe Vene
Finance: Dick Robinson, Bob Aitken, Roger Heger
Gambling: Harry Settle, Ken Brandt, Steve Modich
Information Technology: Harry Settle, Mike Deer
Resolutions: Jim Haskell, Mike Deer
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place and a good time to visit if you have never been there before.  
We will be celebrating Flag Day, Jun 14, at the Ralph Gracie Memo-
rial Park across the street from BSU Offices.  The Elks conduct the 
program and we provide a flag burning ceremony to conclude the 
day.  It starts at 12PM.   It takes about an hour please plan to attend 
as well.  We will be having a family picnic at Lazy Jacks on Jun 
23rd.  We have arranged to have the entire outside venu available 
for just Legion members and families.  They have sand volleyball, 
ring toss, corn hole games available.  We could also have cribbage 
tournament or maybe some pinnacle players around.  It promises 
to be a fun day.  Please plan and bring your families.  It’s our day 
and our time to give back to members so we hope to see you there.  
Honor Guard news:  Bill Pagel has been scheduling the Honor 
Guard for nearly 4 years.  Thanks Bill and I(we) sincerely appreciate 
your time and effort.  It was not easy at times and Bob Aitken has 
stepped forward to take on that duty.  I have assigned Jim Haskell, 
Tom Annonson and Wendell Affeldt to the Gambling recipient com-
mittee.  Jim Haskell will be the chairman for the remainder of this 
FY (31 Aug 18).  Kenny Dunlap has received a Heroes Quilt (insert 
picture here).  He is the third member of our post to receive this 
honor.  The other two are Bob Aitken and Harry Settle.  All three are  
very deserving of this award.  It is totally up to a state quilting group 
who is selected and when they give them.  Anyone can put forward 
a name of a deserving Veteran.  So if you know a veteran who you 
feel really deserves this, let Kathy Ramos know.  She will contact 
the right folks to get the ball rolling.  We got a demonstration from 
the Bemidji Middle School Robotics Club last meeting.  They were 
looking for donations to support them since they won the State 
completion and were not going to nationals to compete with over 
250 other schools.  We donated $500.00 to their cause.

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion while 

becoming the premier service organization and foundation of every community providing 
support for our veterans, our military and their families by shaping a positive future in an 

atmosphere of fellowship, patriotism, peace and security. 
In fulfillment of our Mission, the American Legion Auxiliary  

adheres to the following purposes: 
To support and advocate for veterans, active military and their families
To support the initiatives and programs of The American Legion
To foster patriotism and responsible citizenship
To award scholarships and promote quality education and literacy
To provide educational and leadership opportunities that uphold the ideals of freedom and 
democracy and encourage good citizenship and patriotism in government
To increase our capacity to deliver our Mission by providing meaningful volunteer 
opportunities within our communities
To empower our membership to achieve personal fulfillment through Service Not Self
Values 
Our statement of values is predicated on the founding purposes: 
Commitment to the four founding principles: Justice, Freedom, Democracy, Loyalty
Service to God, our country, its veterans and their families
Tradition of patriotism and citizenship
Personal integrity and family values
Respect for the uniqueness of individual members
Truthful open communication in dealing with the public and our members
Adherence to the adopted policies and rules

AUXILIARY OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN 2016-2017
President..........................Stella Wakonabo.........218-556-3971
First Vice President...........Martha Schmidt......... 218-444-4455
Second Vice President......Cheryl Fredenburg......218-760-2219
Secretary.............................................................
Treasurer..........................Sharon Thiemecke......218-209-1124
Chaplain............................Karen Jacobson..........218-444-5789
Historian...........................Darlene Lind...............218-444-5424
Sergeant-at-Arms.............Darlene Peterson....... 218-751-3415

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Edythe Christianson, Darlene Lind, Sharon Thiemecke 

CHAIRMEN
Americanism..................................................Darlene Lind
Children & Youth............................................Donna Wilson
Community Service.......................................Darlene Peterson
Education.......................................................open
Girls State......................................................Kay Mack
Leadership.....................................................open
Legislation.....................................................Stella Wakonabo
Membership...................................................Stella Wakonabo
Memorial.......................................................Karen Jacobson
National Security...........................................open
Parliamentarian.............................................Darlene Lind
Past Presidents Parley...................................Stella Wakonabo
Poppy.............................................................open
Public Relations.............................................Cheryl Fredenburg
Service to Veterans........................................Martha Schmidt
Sunshine........................................................ June Roxstrom
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation...................Martha Schmidt

The robot was seeking out the target to upload to another platform

Commander Sand assisted by Gambling Manager Settlehanding 
check for $500.00 to the Bemidji Middle School Robotics Club
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Gambling News 1st Quarter Gambling Update
Our 1st quarter of pull-tabs at Lazy Jack’s went from downright frightening, to absolutely terrific 

by the end of March.  If we have many months that play as well as we did this past month, we will be 
golden.
WHAT’S NEW? 

Applications for permits for the new Bar 209 booth operation, and for the Turtle River Chophouse 
have been completed, reviewed by the local governing authorities, and sent off to the Gambling Con-
trol Board for final approval.

The Bar 209 location will be operated as a four box booth operation. This means that we will need 
to hire employees to sell pull-tabs for us.  So, if you know someone that could use a little extra income, send them our way.  Perfect job for some-
one that is retired, or even a college student.

The Turtle River Chophouse will be running as a two box bar operation.  I expect the Chophouse to begin the first week of May, and will be do-
ing training of the bar personnel.

With a total of nine boxes selling daily, spaced over a number of miles, I/we are in search of a qualified person to take on the responsibilities as 
Assistant Gambling Manager.  The AGM and myself will share most of the job responsibilities in accordance with the rules and regulations of the 
State Gambling Board.

That’s all for now, more news follow in the June newsletter to let you know how things are moving along.
Harry Settle, 
Gambling Manager
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AMERICAN LEGION RALPH GRACIE POST 14
ALL TIME LIST OF COMMANDERS

Date	 Name	 Date	 Name
1919	 H. M. Stanton	 1957	 Fred Bahr
1920	 N. Given	 1958	 Dick Sutton
1921 	 J. M. Culver	 1959	 LeRoy Zarling
1921	 C. L. Peglow	 1960	 Martin Belair
1922	 C. Montague	 1961	 Ed Risland
1923	 J. B. Duracha	 1962	 Walter Doyle
1923	 G. Phillipson	 1963	 Harold Hagg	
1924	 J. J. Pearce	 1964	 Jerry Doyle	
1925	 D’Arcy McGee	 1965	 Ken Dunlap
1926	 J. D. Winter	 1966	 Don Hensrud
1928	 A. Dannenberg	 1967	 Harold Fruetel
1929	 J. H. Nelson	 1968	 Jerry Moen
1930	 J. J. Gainey	 1969	 Mel Dalby
1932	 J. D. Stout	 1970	 Tubby Winans
1933	 A. S. Halverson	 1970	 Charlie Hook
1934	 C. A. Iverson	 1972	 Russ Sawdey
1934	 C. R. Smith	 1973	 Marv Hunt
1935	 Don Whitman	 1974	 Ed Colliton
1935	 J. M. Oakland	 1975	 Walt Atkinson
1936	 C. O. Johnson	 1976	 Robert Matheny
1937	 H. Krebs	 1977	 Alvin (Dude) Olson
1938	 A. Patterson	 1978	 Roger Schmidt
1939	 Chuck Richards	 1979	 George Murray
1940	 Major Adam E. Otto	 1980	 Doyle Aultman
1940-41	 Roy C. Shultz	 1981-82	 John Lloyd
1941-42	 Otto D. Thelander	 1983	 Henry Schilling
1943	 William Dowdell	 1984	 Dale B. Page
1944	 Dr. R. W. Loux	 1985	 Paul Brown	
1945	 W. M. Bender	 1986	 Vic Berglund
1946	 M. W. Andrews	 1987	 Ray Holter
1947	 Art Nelson	 1988	 Louis Miller
1948	 Bob Nolan	 1989	 Dick Beitzel

Date	 Name	 Date	 Name
1949	 Roy Titus	 1990	 Gary Borgen
1950	 Jerry Shanahan	 1991	 Ron Peterson
1951	 Norman Rude	 1992	 Harold Holley
1952	 Jack Doran	 1993	 J. Paul Arneson
1953	 Wayland Jones	 1994-95	 Rick Cochran
1954	 John Schuiling	 1995- 96	 Roland “Rollie” Baxter
1955	 Bennie Peterson	 1996	 Leander F. Peterka
1956	 Chet Swedmark	 1997-98	 Robert Matheny
1999-2000	 Tom VanBrunt
2000-2001	 Moen	
2001-2002	 Tom Kramin	
2002-03	 Bill Rice
7/2004-7/06	 Andy Staudt
8/2006-8/08	 Steve Jewett
2009-11	 Patrick Hede
2011-7/12	 Gabe Wakanabo
7/2012-5/13	 Dan Vital
5/23/13-5/28/15	 Robert Aitken
5/28/15-5/28/16	 Tom Annonson
5/28/16-5/25/17	 Harry Settle
5/25/17-	 Claude Sand	

*Note:  This list initially compiled March, 2015, mostly from photo-
graphs in the former Post 14 building at 217 Minnesota Ave. NW and 
from old newsletters.  The photos are now boxed and stored.	

Jim Haskell
Post 14 Historian
Updated 1/29/2018
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Upcoming Events May – July 2018
10 May 2018 	 Executive Meeting at Lazy Jacks - 6 PM

24 May 2018	 Regular Monthly Meeting – Lazy Jacks – 7 PM. Dinner at 6 PM. 40&8 meet at 5 PM

26 May 2018	 Putting out Flags at Veterans Graves in Greenwood – 9 AM with Cub & Boy Scouts contact Chris Settle

27 May 2018	 Honor Guard at State Veterans Cemetery Program near Camp Ripley – 1:30 PM

28 May 2018	 Memorial Day Program – Greenwood Cemetery – 10:30 AM.

3 June 2018	 Ride for the Troops – Market Place – 9 AM

14 June 2018	 Flag Day at Ralph Gracie Memorial Park near BSU – Elks have the lead – 12 PM – Flag burning program 
after the flags program of the Elks.

14 June 2018	 Executive Committee meeting at Lazy Jacks – 6 PM

23 June 2018	 Family Picnic at Lazy Jacks, 12-3 PM, Sand Volleyball, ring toss, corn hole, etc

28 June 2018	 Regular Meeting at Lazy Jacks – 7 PM, dinner at 6 PM, 40&8 meet at 5 PM

1 July 2018	 July 4th Parade – The VFW will start and our Honor Guard will take over at the old Legion. 

We will continue to hold our promenade on the 4th Thursday of each month. The time is 5 PM at Lazy Jack’s American Legion room. Dinner is 
served at 6 PM and the Legion meeting starts at 7 PM. We need to discuss and confirm a “wreck” for new members sometime soon. Those inter-
ested in joining, please contact a current 40/8 member for sponsorship. The annual membership fee is $20. Most of our business is dealing with 
funding for nurses attending school. We hold an annual pancake breakfast each summer.


