
LEGION OFFICERS May 2017 TO May 2018
Commander......................... Claude Sand................................. 820-4839
1st Vice Comm..................... Chris Settle.................................. 467-9229
2nd Vice Comm.................... Bill Pagel...................................... 759-7279
Adjutant............................... Rachel Buttenhoff........................ 759-7279
Finance Officer.................... Richard Robinson ........................ 444-8992
Historian.............................. Jim Haskell.................................. 444-7777
Chaplain............................... Gabe Wakonabo........................... 308-4624
Service Officer..................... Kathy Ramos................................ 308-3421
Sergeant at Arms................. Glen Desizlets.............................. 444-8427
Past Commander................. Tom Annonson.............................. 751-9549
Gambling Manager.............. Harry Settle.................................. 209-1804

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bob Aitken, Kenny Dunlap, Patrick Winkler

40 & 8 OFFICERS
Chef-de-Gare.................................................................. Gabe Wakonabo
Chef-de-Train.......................................................................Bob Matheny
Correspondent.........................................................................Bob Aitken
Commis Voyageur....................................................................Bob Aitken
Aumonier.............................................................................John O’Boyle
Conductor..................................................................................Bill Pagel
Lampiste.......................................................................... Bruce Malterud
Guard-de-Laporte............................................................Wayne Johnson 

S.A.L.
Commander..........................................................................Doug Zarling

RALPH GRACIE 
American Legion Post #14, 

Bemidji, Minnesota
218-760-3750 • post14bemidji@mnralphgraciepost14.org

“They continue to serve in peace who served 
so nobly in time of war”
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Troy Ritchie - 218-556-0447
Bemidji, Minnesota

www.olsonschwartzfuneralhome.com
(218) 751-3159

MISSION STATEMENT
To uphold and defend the constitution of the United States; to maintain law and order; to foster 
and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism;  to preserve the memories and incidents of 

our association in the Great Wars;  to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, 
state, and nation;  to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;  to make right the 

master of might;  to promote peace and good will on earth;  to safeguard  and transmit to posterity  
the principles of justice, freedom, and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by 

our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 

www.paulbunyan.netwww.fnbbemidji.com
(218) 751-2430

Commander’s Corner
	 Hello again.  It’s only been two months but a lot has 
happened since last newsletter.  We have completed all 
the requirements and have submitted our request for our 
Gambling License once again.  Harry Settle has done a 
superb job in preparing us for this event.  I say it’s an 
event because of all the trouble we’ve gone through to 
get to this point.  But rest assured, we will have vibrant 
gambling at Lazy Jacks soon.  We are now looking at 
requirements for the gambling operation and preparing our 
facility for security and storage issues.  He has more in his article.

Our finance office has submitted our tax documents to Krigbaum and Jones 
Accountants and soon we should be signing them for submission.

We are also looking at a dry storage facility that we want to locate on site.  
We have talked with Derrick Kringen, Lazy Jacks owner about placing a 
storage shed on his property.  He has no problem and gave us a proposed 
space west of the sand volleyball courts. We are looking at an Amish built 
shed that is prebuilt and they will transport and level at our site inclusive 
in the purchase price. The Executive Committee has approved purchase 
of a building up to 16X40 and a $12,000.00 limit.  It’s up to the general 
membership to approve this expenditure for a storage facility that is 
presented.  It will be much less if the presented building is approved. It will 
be voted on during the Oct meeting.

We are adding to the look of the building by planting 
various perennial shrubs around our club addition. 
Now is a good time to plant for couple of reasons. 
The plants are cheap because the vendors are closing 
out for the season and the weather is warm which 
will help root growth after planting. Lazy Jacks has 
some rocks around the outside and as a team we could 

clean those up and put around the bushes we 
plant.  I think a boulder or two in that area 
and near the flag poles would also enhance 
the landscape.  In the picture you can see the 
landscape needs help and the bushes are small, but they will grow 
and look really good in a couple of years.  It’s a large space and 
more are needed.  Ideas or donations?

Committee Members have been appointed.  If you have 
information or questions in any of those areas contact 
the membes listed.  They are: 
Americanism:  Boys State/BS/CAP/JROTC/Safery Patrol 
Legionville and Oratorical.  Members:  Chris Settle, Gabe 
Wakonabo, Pat Winkler, Kathy Ramos
Honor Guard:  Bill Pagel, Bob Aitken
Events/Housekeeping: Rachel Buttenhoff, Tom Anonson, 
Bob Aitken (Bonspiel), Kathy Ramos, Connie Aguilla
Membership:  Rachel Buttenhoff, Kathy Ramos, Joe Vene
Finance:  Dick Robinson, Bob Aitken, Roger Heger
Gambling:  Harry Settle, Ken Brandt, Steve Modich
Information Technology: Harry Settle, Mike Deer
Resolutions:  Jim Haskell, Mike Deer
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Veterans Day is upon us and we are partnering with the Eagles Club to host a dinner and program on Nov 11, 2017.  This is a Saturday and while 
I realize many will be hunting all day but hope you will come in your blaze orange that would be great.  It’s just important that all will come and 
enjoy the dinner, program and camaraderie.  There is a social hour starting at 4:30 PM.  The program starts at 5:30 PM and the meal at 6 PM 
and will be served by local Boy Scouts and Civil Air Patrol members.  The closing ceremony will start around  7 PM.  It promises to be a great 
evening and I hope you will plan to attend.  This is a Free Will Offering event but ALL Veterans eat free.

The Honor Guard is again providing service for an event at Lincoln Elementary. The program will held on Nov 8 starting at 8:15. Feel free to 
attend and make sure you register at the door as you will be recognized for your service during their program.  It’s really an honor to do this and 
hope to see many of you there. 

 Also, The Veterans Affairs representative at BSU, has asked us to participate in a program on Nov 6 and Nov 8 at BSU. Both dates start at 12:00.  
Nov 6th will be a Flag Raising Ceremony and Nov 8th will be a POW/MIA Remembrance Table event in lower Hobson lake side dining.  More 
information will follow so watch for it in email release.

Don’t forget our meetings for Nov/Dec are the third Thursday of the month.  Make sure to mark your calendars.

Our memorial wall is available for all.  I take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year.  Take 
time during the holidays to enjoy family and friends safely.  Hope to see you at the club.

Claude Sand, Commander

The American Legion Post 14 Bemidji is hosting a Veteran’s Day dinner and program at the Eagles on Saturday Nov 11, 2017.  Social hour is 
4:30-5:30 and the program will start at 5:30 with dinner and closing ceremony to follow.  The dinner is a free Will offering please come and join 
us in honoring are Veterans.  
There are many events coming up this year.  If you would like to help with any of these please call the Legion at 218-760-3750.  I look forward 
to any input of ideas to help make our events to be successful.
We still need to pick a date for the legion picnic, any ideas??

Adjutant Corner 
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Oct 26th 	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00. Social hour/dinner 6:00PM
Nov 6th 	 BSU flag raising ceremony 12:00 at Deputy Hall
Nov 8th 	 Veterans Ceremony at Lincoln Elementary School 8 AM
Nov 8th 	 POW/MIA remembrance table 12:00 lower Hobson Hall
Nov 11th 	 Veterans Day Event at the Eagles starts at 4
Nov 16th	 Regular Meeting at Lazy Jacks 7:00.  Social hour/dinner 6:00PM
Dec 21st 	 Regular Meeting at Lazy Jacks 7:00.  Social hour/dinner 6:00PM
Jan 11th 	 Executive Meeting Lazy Jacks 6:00PM
Jan 25th 	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00. Social hour/dinner 6:00PM
Feb 8th 	 Executive Meeting Lazy Jacks 6:00PM
Feb 22nd 	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00.  Social hour/dinner 6:00PM 
Mar 8th 	 Executive Meeting Lazy Jacks 6:00PM
Mar 22nd 	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00. Social hour/dinner 6:00PM
April 12th 	 Executive Meeting Lazy Jacks 6:00PM. Prep for Officer Election
April 26th 	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00. Social hour/dinner 6:00PM

Legion Events for remainder of FY 2018 
Nomination of Officers
May 10	 Executive Meeting Lazy Jacks 6:00PM
May 24th	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00. Social hour/dinner 6:00PM
Officer Election
May 28th	 Ceremony at Greenwood Cemetery 10:00a.m.   Followed by gathering at Lazy Jacks (hot dogs, 		
		  chips baked beans, coleslaw) free will offering
June 3th	 Ride for the troops/ honor guard 9:00am Market Place Foods Parking lot.
June 14th 	 Executive Meeting Lazy Jacks 6:00PM
June 14th 	 Flag Day Ceremony at Ralph Gracie Park 12:00PM/ followed by get together at Lazy Jacks
June 28 	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00. Social hour/dinner 6:00PM
July 1 	 Parade downtown Bemidji
July 12th 	 Executive Meeting Lazy Jacks 6:00PM
July 26th 	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00. Social hour/dinner 6:00PM
Aug 8-12 	 Military Booth at the fair to honor Veterans and offer membership applications for Legion Organizations?
Aug 9 	 Executive Meeting Lazy Jacks 6:00PM
Aug 12 	 Honors at Greenwood cemetery for Ralph Gracie
Aug 23 	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00. Social hour/dinner 6:00PM.  Final Budget Proposal

The American Legion Bemidji Post 14 currently has over 233 members who have paid their dues for 2018 this putting us at about 68% renewal 
rate so far.  Your dues help pay for lobbying to keep our benefits in place with Congress.  So please,  we would really appreciate if you have not 
paid your dues for 2018 do so soon and send them in to: American Legion Post 14 PO Box 1099 Bemidji MN  56619-1099
Have a Blessed week everyone and I hope to see many of you at our meetings and events!
Rachel Buttenhoff 
Adjutant Post 14 Bemidji

Bemidji 40/8 Voiture 582 held a promenade/dinner on September 21, 2017 at the Hillcrest Restaurant in Blackduck.  We were hoping to getting 
a number of our northern members in attendance. Business was conducted that evening, Gabe Wakonabo was elected Chef-de-Gare and Bob 
Aitken was elected Correspondant.  We also held a promenade on Thursday, October 26 at our Legion room at Lazy Jack’s.  2018 Memberships 
have arrived and are available for $20, please contact Bob Aitken at 766-0121 or 759-4812.  The July 2, 2017 pancake breakfast was discussed.  
We made $1,160 for our nurses training program.  Next promenade will be November 16 at 5 PM at Lazy Jack’s and again on December 21.
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Hopefully by the time this newsletter goes to print, we will have a firmer idea of what our gambling status will be.  As of October 13th, we have 
satisfied all requirements for our license, and permits.  All applications for licensing, and permits have been sent to the Gambling Control Board, 
certified mail, along with the proper check.  Now all we are waiting on, is for the GCB to process our requests.

The GCB meeting was held on Monday, October 16th, and our licensing package wasn’t delivered in time for that session.  The next GCB 
meeting isn’t until November 17th, so we are back into the waiting game once more.

Not letting that stop us totally, we are currently shopping for the best Vendor for our gambling supplies, which is a chore in itself, as almost 
none of them have an online presence for us to do a quick and easy comparison, and in order to find out any information, you have to make an 
appointment with a SALESMAN, and we will do that.  We have historically used H&H, out of Thief River, but others around our area are using 
another distributor out of Fergus Falls.

We are also on the lookout for a part-time person to help take care of some of the daily/weekly needs of the operation, and will keep you all 
posted on how that is working out.

Sooooo, here we are back in the waiting game, but not sitting on our hands.  It has been a long road, but we can see the city lights over the 
horizon.

Harry Settle 
Gambling Manager

Gambling News  ON THE ROAD AGAIN!

President’s Message   The membership renewal notices have been sent out and you should have received them by now.  Check your address, 
place your phone number on the notice and sent it back to me along with your check.  Any female veteran that signs up for membership will have a $9.00 
discount.  Remember that your membership counts as a vote in Congress and this vote helps out our veterans.  

Our annual craft sale is coming up in November on the 18th at Ekcles town hall.  Come all and help support our unit.  Bake an item for sale and come for lunch.  
Meet all the crafters that will be present and do some Christmas shopping.

God Bless our Veterans,  God Bless America
Stella Wakonabo, President Unit 14

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion while 

becoming the premier service organization and foundation of every community providing 
support for our veterans, our military and their families by shaping a positive future in an 

atmosphere of fellowship, patriotism, peace and security. 
In fulfillment of our Mission, the American Legion Auxiliary  

adheres to the following purposes: 
To support and advocate for veterans, active military and their families
To support the initiatives and programs of The American Legion
To foster patriotism and responsible citizenship
To award scholarships and promote quality education and literacy
To provide educational and leadership opportunities that uphold the ideals of freedom and 
democracy and encourage good citizenship and patriotism in government
To increase our capacity to deliver our Mission by providing meaningful volunteer 
opportunities within our communities
To empower our membership to achieve personal fulfillment through Service Not Self

Values 
Our statement of values is predicated on the founding purposes: 
Commitment to the four founding principles: Justice, Freedom, Democracy, Loyalty
Service to God, our country, its veterans and their families
Tradition of patriotism and citizenship
Personal integrity and family values
Respect for the uniqueness of individual members
Truthful open communication in dealing with the public and our members
Adherence to the adopted policies and rules

AUXILIARY OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN 2016-2017

President..........................Stella Wakonabo.........218-556-3971
First Vice President...........Martha Schmidt......... 218-444-4455
Second Vice President......Cheryl Fredenburg......218-760-2219
Secretary.............................................................
Treasurer..........................Sharon Thiemecke......218-209-1124
Chaplain............................Karen Jacobson..........218-444-5789
Historian...........................Darlene Lind...............218-444-5424
Sergeant-at-Arms.............Darlene Peterson....... 218-751-3415

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Edythe Christianson, Darlene Lind, Sharon Thiemecke 

CHAIRMEN
Americanism..................................................Darlene Lind
Children & Youth............................................Donna Wilson
Community Service.......................................Darlene Peterson
Education.......................................................open
Girls State......................................................Kay Mack
Leadership.....................................................open
Legislation.....................................................Stella Wakonabo
Membership...................................................Stella Wakonabo
Memorial.......................................................Karen Jacobson
National Security...........................................open
Parliamentarian.............................................Darlene Lind
Past Presidents Parley...................................Stella Wakonabo
Poppy.............................................................open
Public Relations.............................................Cheryl Fredenburg
Service to Veterans........................................Martha Schmidt
Sunshine........................................................ June Roxstrom
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation...................Martha Schmidt
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Nov 6th 	 BSU flag raising ceremony 12:00 at Deputy Hall

Nov 8th 	 Veterans Ceremony at Lincoln Elementary School 8 AM

Nov 8th 	 POW/MIA remembrance table 12:00 lower Hobson Hall

Nov 11th 	Veterans Day Event at the Eagles starts at 4

Nov 16th 	Regular Meeting at Lazy Jacks 7:00.  Social hour/dinner 6:00PM

Dec 21st	 Regular Meeting at Lazy Jacks 7:00.  Social hour/dinner 6:00PM

Jan 11th 	 Executive Meeting Lazy Jacks 6:00PM

Jan 25th 	 Legion meeting Lazy Jacks 7:00. Social hour/dinner 6:00PM

Upcoming Events Nov 2017 – Jan 2018


